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My name is Tamara Hinderman and | am a recent aerospace engineering graduate from
MIT. | was accepted to the 2025 DAAD RISE Professional Germany program and began work as
a research intern with GSI Helmholtzzentrum fiir Schwerionenforschung GmbH in Darmstadt,
DE. | was a part of the research and development sub-group for the Beam Diagnostics
department and was supervised by Dr. Rahul Singh.

During my internship, | worked with Software Defined Radios (SDRs) and signal
processing methods to help measure and characterize the ion beam of the GSI particle
accelerators. By far this experience has been the most enlightening internship | have had and
for a number of reasons: for one, my research gave me a greater understanding of radio
frequency (RF) engineering and computer science applications in industry, and it shaped my
decision to apply to electrical engineering and computer science master’s programs at TU
Darmstadt in the coming summer and winter semester. Prior to this internship, | actually had
very little working knowledge in computer science and software, but | ended up learning new
programming languages — such as Linux —and | learned how signal processing is written into
coding environments in real industry settings. | found this work aligned with my interests and it
felt really fulfilling to do, and with the help of my coworkers, they provided me with a really
solid foundation for growing in this field through their advice and expertise.

A second reason this internship was so enlightening was because of how much | learned
about Germany through my work colleagues — | learned more about the research and industries
here, the university programs and Hochschule for Ausbildung, and everyday tips or interesting
things to do in the city of Darmstadt. Since | learned a lot of new things, | want to share some of
the helpful tips and things | discovered while living in Germany and trying to enroll into
programs and internships long-term as a non-EU citizen who has recently graduated.

Internships / Employment

If you are coming to Germany to work, you’ll definitely need a position that pays at least
minimum wage and is supported under an official work contract. There are great opportunities
to take up student-work contracts if you decide to study at the same time, but just keep in mind
for international students that you can only work up to 20 hours per week during lecture times.
Before lectures start, you can work a full 40-hour internship, just not during the semester. If
that doesn’t suit you, you can also do a mini-job (about 400-500 Euros a month) to make a little
bit extra cash.

Student Status & University
Since | was looking mostly at masters’ programs, | can only really testify for those.
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Something as a non-EU citizen or as someone who completed their bachelor’s degree outside
of Germany is that you’ll likely need to submit another application through a website called
Uni-assist (this depends on the University though, so be sure to check.) You’ll want to start the
Uni-assist application early as well because they also have processing times. Keep note that a
lot of universities actually start their application window only a couple of months before the
start of the semester (as opposed to in the US, where you have to apply nearly a whole year in
advance).

There are also many different options for what schools you can attend: | know mostly
about technical universities, Hochschule, and Studienkolleg. If Uni-assists determines that your
Bachelor’s degree isn’t enough to study at a German university, you can usually sign up for
classes at a Studienkolleg (which also helps you learn the German you’ll need for German
taught programs). These are pretty intensive and most of them will not allow you to take on an
internship or employment for the first semester. However, if you do have a valid degree then
Hochschule and technical universities can admit you. I'd recommend Hochschule if you are
looking to improve your hands on experience with a topic, as it will be a lot more applied than
technical universities alone.

Insurance

If you decide to take up an internship or some form of employment, The Techniker (TK)
is a pretty good choice because your employer also pays into your health insurance (public). TK
also works for students at Uni and you can take advantage of student price reductions.

Applying for a residence permit

For my case, | had quite a time getting my residence permit because my time was
extended by an additional 3 months. When you apply for an extension and are waiting for an
appointment at the Auslanderbehérde, you will likely receive a temporary residence permit
called a “Fiktionsbescheinigung.” You need to keep this on you and try to get it before your visa
goes up. This basically is proof that your residence permit application is in processing and that
you can stay in Germany until your official appointment takes place. To apply for a residence
permit or extend it, you need to register your address with the local Rathaus in your area (this
also ensures that you get the post that is sent to you)

Extra: Phone plans, Bank accounts

| used a Telekom prepaid phone plan when | came to Germany because it was cheaper
than an international plan and you can pay per month. It provided about 13 GB of data for 9.99
Euros a month and you can cancel anytime. Just note that you will need to bring your ID and a
Meldungsbescheinigung (this is a document you get after you register your address with the
Rathaus in your town) to get one. With banks, | would try getting a WISE bank account first
before traveling because it has an accessible IBAN number.

Overall, the DAAD RISE Professional Program has given me an unforgettable experience
and has helped me improve my skills professionally and academically. | will continue my
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academic and professional career in Germany by applying to upcoming CS masters programs in
2026 and 2027. For anyone looking to gain professional experience abroad, | would strongly
recommend DAAD RISE Professional.

| agree that my report and accompanying pictures may be used by the DAAD in printed
materials, presentations, and on websites in order to inform funding organizations, sponsors,
and students about the RISE program.



