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This report summarizes my experience as a participant in the RISE pro 2025 program. It 

aims to provide practical advice for future participants and reflect on the academic and 

personal growth I experienced during my three-month stay in Germany as an intern at 

Fraunhofer IWES.  

Navigating Life in Germany: Practical Tips 

Getting settled in a new country involves a few key steps. Here are my recommendations 

based on what I learned. 

Banking & Finances: For managing money, I used WISE for the duration of my stay, and it 

worked perfectly. It was a straightforward and reliable way to handle my finances without the 

complexities of opening a traditional German bank account for a short-term stay. 

Travel In and Around Germany: Germany's public transportation system is fantastic. I 

highly recommend purchasing the Deutschland-Ticket. For a flat rate (currently around €58 

per month), it provides unlimited access to all regional trains, buses, trams, and subways 

across the entire country. This is an incredible value and makes exploring effortless. 

My advice is to travel as much as you can, especially if you'll be there for a short period like 

three months. I spent most of my Friday nights planning a new trip for the weekend. For 

longer distances, Germany's high-speed ICE trains are excellent. Book your ICE tickets 

well in advance, as the prices are significantly cheaper than last-minute fares. 

During my stay, I was also able to travel outside of Germany to visit Venice, Rome, Paris, 

and Prague. If you have friends in other European countries, make plans to visit them! It's a 

fun and affordable way to see more of the continent. 

Finding Housing 

I used the website WG-Gesucht to find my accommodation. It's a popular platform, but you 

must be vigilant about scams. Here are my key takeaways: 

• Never send money before you have the keys in your hand. 

• Be suspicious of listings that refuse to provide a virtual tour. This is often a red flag. 

• Widen your search area to include suburbs within a 30 to 60-minute commute by 

train or tram. This will significantly increase your options. 

• If you are ever unsure about a listing or a landlord's request, reach out to the RISE 

team. They can offer guidance and help you avoid potential issues. 

I was fortunate to find a place in the Altstadt (Old Town) of Halle. Living there was a highlight 

of my stay; the area was beautiful and filled with history. 

Visa and Residence Permit: The visa process requires patience, so start early. Make sure 

to submit all your documents at least 1.5 months before your planned departure. To avoid 

the extra cost and hassle of changing flights, try to book your ticket for exactly 90 days (if this 

applies to your visa type). As I was only in Germany for three months, I did not need to apply 

for a separate residence permit. 



The Research Experience 

My impression is that research in Germany is highly advanced and well-funded, particularly 

in my field of hydrogen production. The researchers I worked with were experts who knew 

exactly what they were doing and approached their work with impressive efficiency. The 

environment was both serious and innovative. The most interesting aspect of my research 

project was the direct, hands-on experience with commercialized electrolyzers. It was 

fascinating to move beyond theory and learn how these systems are built, how they operate 

in partnership with industry, and how they are being implemented in the real world. This 

practical exposure was invaluable. 

Academically, the highlight was gaining practical skills and seeing commercial technology up 

close. Personally, the highlight was the people. My colleagues were welcoming, helpful, 

and had a fantastic collaborative spirit. A cherished part of our routine was having lunch 

together every day. It was a great time to relax and connect with everyone on a personal 

level. Often, someone would bring in a delicious homemade fruit pie to share, which was 

always a treat and fostered a wonderful sense of community. 

Impression of Germany 

I found Germany to be a wonderful country. People are generally kind, active, and have a 

healthy respect for work-life balance. It was refreshing to be in a culture where this is 

valued. I also admired how well-organized everything is, from public transport to public 

services. It creates a feeling of safety and efficiency that makes daily life very pleasant. 

Would You Recommend the RISE Program? 

Absolutely. I would wholeheartedly recommend the RISE program to anyone who is 

adventurous, open to discovering a new culture, and ready to step out of their comfort zone. 

This program is a fantastic opportunity for both personal and professional growth. 

Thank you to the entire RISE team for giving me this unforgettable opportunity. It has been 

an enriching experience that I will carry with me throughout my career and life. 

I agree that my report and accompanying pictures may be used by the DAAD in printed 

materials, presentations, and on websites in order to inform funding organizations, sponsors, 

and students about the RISE program.  

 

 


