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I agree that my report and accompanying pictures may be used by the DAAD in printed materials, presentations, and on websites in order 

to inform funding organizations, sponsors, and students about the RISE program. 

 

I had an enriching experience working for Beak Consultans GmbH, in Freiberg, a mining city full of 

mining culture and history. Between June 8th and September 7th, 2025, I worked a 40-hour week in 

the Department for Water and Soil of the company as a DAAD Rise Professional Scholarship holder. 

My main assignment was within the research project “Water Monitoring along Railway Tracks”, 

commissioned by the Federal Railway Authority. In this project, I investigated groundwater, surface 

water, and soil contamination caused by railway operations across Germany. My responsibilities 

included conducting a comprehensive literature review on microplastic emissions from rail transport, 

as well as reviewing laboratory methods and comparative studies. I also participated in several 

multi-day field campaigns, where I collected water and soil samples. This project was my favorite, 

because I had the opportunity to go out in the field and travel by car to different cities across 

Germany. This helped me learn more about the country’s history, landscape and nature, and 

enhanced my skills in sampling collection. I connected closer to German culture by talking to my 

colleagues and getting to know them better. I was fully amazed by the professionals of excellence 

that Germany has and the efficient way the company was organized. 

For a short period, I was also involved in a commercial project on “Drilling Supervision for Drill 

Targets”, commissioned by a global mineral exploration company. In the field, I assisted with drill 

core sampling by collecting and documenting basic drill core data. Furthermore, I joined the biotope 

mapping team for three days in the Ore Mountains (Erzgebirge). My task was to identify and map 

plants (trees, bushes, and herbs) at species level to support planning for a future power line route. 

This helped me to take part in Environmental Assessments and learn about the diverse plant species 

of Germany. I also had the opportunity to take part in a one-day field trip to a lignite open pit mine, 

where I learned about rehabilitation and renaturation methods and technologies. Alongside my 

technical work, I attended a German language course twice a week covered by the scholarship, which 

enriched both my professional and personal experience. 

This internship allowed me to strengthen my technical skills, gain practical field experience, and 

broaden my understanding of environmental issues. I greatly valued the opportunity to contribute to 

different projects, learn from experienced colleagues, and work in an international and 

interdisciplinary environment. I am truly grateful for this opportunity and feel fortunate to have been 

accepted. I honestly think that with entusyasms and a clear demonstration of skills, one can be the 

right fit for a company that is looking for someone like you. For this reason, I strongly recommend 

future students to not hesitate, be confident about themselves and apply for this opportunity. 

 

Ana Luisa Sanchez 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


