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During my RISE internship at the Paul Drude Institute in Berlin, | had the opportunity to immerse
myself in cutting-edge research on surface acoustic waves in complex oxide materials. The
internship provided hands-on experience with new measurement techniques, guided by experts
who were always collaborative and supportive.

Berlin itself is a vibrant and cosmopolitan city, offering a mix of cultures, history, and outdoor
activities. From museums and parks to hiking trails and weekend events, there was always
something interesting to explore. | found the local people welcoming, even though | did not
speak German fluently, and appreciated the city’s lively, inclusive atmosphere. If you go farther
from big cities, it is required that you learn A2 level German before you go.

Navigating life in Germany as an international intern comes with challenges. | found it extremely
helpful to connect with a former RISE intern who provided guidance on housing, banking, and
travel. My tips for future interns include opening a bank account with an online bank like WISE,
as well as get a debit card delivered to you before arrival, as it simplifies verification and
ensures your debit card is ready. Public transport is convenient, and the Deutschland ticket is a
great option. However, finding housing can be particularly difficult in busy cities like Berlin, so
starting early is essential.

The research environment in Germany impressed me with its combination of advanced
techniques, well-equipped labs, and collaborative environment where researchers all across
europe can readily visit each other and work together. | was very happy to see the employers
and the government trying to provide some work-life balance. My personal highlights were
exploring Berlin and meeting amazing people from around the world.

Overall, Germany left a positive impression on me, both professionally and culturally. | would
highly recommend the RISE program—it offers invaluable research experience, exposure to
German work culture, and the chance to build lasting connections. This internship has inspired
me to consider pursuing opportunities in German research institutions after completing my
Ph.D., and I will always cherish this enriching experience
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