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1. Do you have helpful tips for opening a bank account, traveling in and around Germany, 
finding housing, or applying for a visa or residence permit application 

Once you get the fellowship and accept the offer, you will start prioritizing the list of things necessary 
for your trip. Firstly, I would check with the consulate (email them about the requirements depending 
on your nationality) and, simultaneously, start looking on platforms such as Housing Anywhere or 
Facebook groups. Beware of scams and try to find something close to work; if your boss in Germany 
helps you look for a place to live, awesome! 

Before the visa appointment (if any) or after you get your passport back, you can open an account in 
N26. It’s an app you can download to create a bank account that will work internationally. 

Once you get there, I would buy a Deutschland Ticket (D-ticket), which is valid for regional trains 
(not ICE trains), trams, U—and S-bahn, and buses throughout Germany 
(https://int.bahn.de/en/offers/regional/deutschland-ticket). You can keep your ticket in a QR code form 
in the RMV app on your phone. Try to plan your trips and buy train tickets with anticipation. Make 
sure you always have phone data to use the internet wherever you go (Saily is a good app for buying 
data in different countries). 

2. What is your impression of research in Germany? 

I think there is a lot of emphasis on energy, materials science, and the defense industry in Germany 
nowadays. However, there are a variety of other areas of science and engineering that can be of interest 
to RisePro fellows.  

The research institute I worked in had a strong focus on electrochemistry, green chemistry in terms of 
carbon dioxide capture and reduction, and the study of materials such as electrodes. I liked the 
approach and how the institute aligned with other European companies' demands. It's a broad field 
from which several projects can emerge, and flexibility makes the research in Germany excel. 

3. What did you find particularly interesting about your research? 

My research was on battery recycling through electrodeposition of cobalt and nickel. It was good to 
study the whole system and the reaction in which the metals in solution get reduced. In an 
electrochemical system, particularly this one, each species has a role in carrying out the reaction, so 
studying every variable provides a full insight into the circuit and how to improve its performance. 
Setting up electrochemical experiments takes less time than other chemical experiments, and that 
allows you to do several tests simultaneously.  

4. Describe a typical day of your internship. 

https://int.bahn.de/en/offers/regional/deutschland-ticket


I usually woke up at 7-8 AM and went to the institute. It took me about 25 minutes to get there on the 
train. I got there and went to the office to read emails first, and then went downstairs to the lab to start 
planning the day with my lab mate, who was training me. We started preparing the solutions and setting 
up the experiments. The electrodepositions took, on average, 20 minutes so that we could set up several 
experiments. If time was available, we went over the results and plotted them. Throughout the day, we 
talked, and I asked multiple questions about life in Germany and science. I went home around 5-6 PM 
and could focus on other fun activities (going for dinner, meeting new friends, traveling, etc.). 

5. Highlights of your internship (both personal and academic). 

From my internship, I can highlight that I acquired experience in an area of Chemistry I was familiar 
with, but needed to gain more insight into. Talking to people from another country about their culture, 
language, traditions, etc., broadened my perspective, as big trips like these usually do.  

 
I can also mention the great possibility of traveling around Europe. Even with a tight budget, because 
of the solid interconnection between European countries, I could visit several places taking trains that, 
bought in advance, weren't super pricey. I walked a lot, took many photos, met new people, and had 
new experiences. Friendly people showed me Frankfurt and other places. I went to Münich, Berlin, 
Hamburg, Kassel, and Aschaffenburg.  
 
6. What is your impression of Germany in general? 

Germany is a great country with many lovely landscapes, culture, history, and nature. In Germany, 
people were friendly and sincere, with a witty humor. They greatly appreciate the balance between 
work and life and give a lot of importance to sharing time with friends and family. On the other hand, 
Germany is not an expensive country (except for rent prices, but this happens everywhere). It is 
generally safe, but it is essential to make sure you are informed and not go at night to unsafe 
neighborhoods (e.g, close to HBF in Frankfurt), especially if you're a woman. 

 
If you enjoy bread, beer, sausages, and potatoes, you will have a great time at the restaurant.  
 
7. Would you recommend the RISE program? 
Yes. It is a great opportunity to go to a great country, and it will enrich your grad school experience 
on several levels. 

 

“I agree that my report may be used by the DAAD in printed materials, presentations, and on 
websites in order to inform funding organizations, sponsors, and students about the RISE 
program.” 
 
 

 

 


