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My time in Germany has been an absolutely amazing experience, thanks to DAAD. The
past three months have been incredibly fulfilling and exciting! | am currently completing an
integrated masters degree, and so this RISEPro internship is the first full bit of research | have
had the opportunity to complete. Not only that, but this was my very first time in Germany
(despite taking German A level three years ago...).

| am extremely grateful for this opportunity. Being able to spend 11 weeks straight in
Germany was a wonderful experience, although | am very glad that so many internships were
available in English — my German knowledge didn’t cover words like “electrodeposition” or “gas
chromatography” (the second is actually the same in both languages for anyone wondering). |
have had the chance to properly develop my German skills (they have now improved from
mostly forgotten to slightly above mediocre, | would say), and travel around the country. | would
advise anyone planning to travel to invest in a Deutschland ticket. (€58 per month, giving you
unlimited access to all DB trains. Although be warned, the monthly subscription starts from the
1%t of each month, so if you buy it halfway through, you’ll pay the full price for that month, and
only have the ticket for half — this caught me out!)

| was able to see many cool tourist attractions, such as Cologne cathedral, and go to
many festivals in various cities, but one of the highlights of my time in Germany was actually in
Kassel —the DAAD conference for scholarship holders. We were lucky enough to be going at the
same time as a street festival and also got to explore a gorgeous national park (with a castle!)
but the best part was being able to connect with other interns from around Germany, and hear
about their experiences at different companies and in different cities.

My internship took place at Fraunhofer UMSICHT, and | could not be more thankful to
the wonderful team | worked with. | hope to see some of them again if | am ever back in NRW
(and if not, | have them all on linkedin —who say coworkers can’t be real friends?). | spent most
of my days in the lab, doing screening for an upcoming paper. This means | will be lucky enough
to have my name on the publication, an unexpected bonus to this whole experience. It also
unfortunately meant that | was testing any and all ideas my supervisor or | could think of, and so
| spent a lot of time failing. In a way, this was a blessing in disguise — it meant that when our
ideas finally worked, the success was that much sweeter. My project was a part of a larger
group, focusing on carbon capture and recycling. This is an extremely exciting subject for me,
and | welcomed the chance to be part of the sustainability movement.

None of it would have been possible, without the RISEPro Programme. My eternal
gratitude to the team at DAAD for, without them | would have had to navigate the minefield of
VISA applications, work permit waivers, insurance, etc. alone. Let’s be realistic — | wouldn’t have
gotten anywhere. As it was the application process was as easy as can be hoped for, and |
received lots of support for the transition from England to Germany.

A couple of tips: | got a Revolut bank account in order to receive payment in Euros, and
whilst | can’t say for sure it’s the best, as | didn’t try any other options, it was super quick to set
up, and worked perfectly. Also, if you are staying in Germany for less than 90 days like | did (to
avoid having to apply for a VISA), then you also may not need to complete the city registration
when you arrive in Germany either. This differs from place to place however, so check with your
host company. If you do have to apply, book the appointment early! You are supposed to register
within a week of arriving in Germany, and the appointments for me were fully booked for over a
month.



Last but not least —accommodation. The UMISCHT institute was based in Oberhausen,
so that’s where | found accommodation, to avoid a long commute. Unfortunately, Oberhausen
is a bit of a dead spot, surrounded by much more interesting cities like Dusseldorf, or Essen. So,
although | didn’t have to take the train to work each day, | had to take the train out anytime |
wanted to see people in the evenings or on the weekend. When looking for accommodation |
would recommend researching your city and the surrounding area — don’t just choose
convenience!

The best tip | can give overall is to have fun (I know it’s cliché). The past three months
have flown by, and | can’t believe I’'m writing this with only a week left. Make the most of your
weekends and go out to explore Germany. It’s hard moving (even temporarily) to a new country
where you don’t know anyone, so make an effort to try and meet people early on or make plans
with other students at your company. The RISEPro experience has the chance to be something
really great, if you make the most of it.

I would really, truly recommend RISE to anyone who has even a remote interestin
working in Germany. This experience has been one of a kind (unless | return to do a PhD, like my
supervisor has been hinting...) and not only have | enjoyed it immensely, but it’s also given me
skills and experience | wouldn’t have had the chance to develop if | had stayed in England.

Best of luck to anyone who’s thinking of applying next year!
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| agree that my report and accompanying pictures may be used by the DAAD in printed
materials, presentations, and on websites in order to inform funding organizations, sponsors,
and students about the RISE program.



