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 My first introduction to the German Academic Exchange Services RISE Program was 

when I participated in RISE Germany during my undergraduate degree. I had a wonderful 

experience. The DAAD provided invaluable support to me, both financially and ensuring I had 

the information I needed to help me transition to life in a new country. They also provided 

support in learning the language, which was very helpful.  

 When I started my PhD, I decided that it would be valuable to gain some industry 

experience to further inform my future career decisions. Given my positive experience with 

RISE Germany, RISE Professional was my first choice when considering internship 

opportunities and I was very excited when my application was accepted.  

I spent my summer working with BASF SE on a project that focused on green analytical 

chemistry. In particular, I was tasked with finding strategies to make the HPLC analytical 

methods developed by my department more environmentally friendly. My supervisors were both 

passionate about environmental chemistry, which really helped ensure that I had the information 

and resources necessary to make my project a success. I was also able to work closely with the 

experienced analytical technicians at BASF. They helped me understand how things currently 

work, and what areas could benefit from improvement.  

Given that green analytical chemistry is not the area I am currently studying in my PhD 

(I’m studying organic chemistry), this internship allowed me to broaden my skill set. My 

supervisors helped me understand what data was needed to convince others that change was 

needed and the analytical technicians ensured that any questions I had regarding the details of 

my experiments were answered. In the end I provided BASF SE with a report showing the 

strategies I had developed to reduce the total amount of solvents used in my department as well 

as proof of concept that more environmentally friendly solvent choices can be applied to their 

work with relative ease. I also illustrated the considerable impact these changes would have on 

solvent consumption, cost, and environmental impact. After presenting my results, I was very 

pleased to hear that many people in my department were interested in finding ways to implement 

these changes as broadly as possible. In my experience, it has been rare to work on a project that 

has such an immediate and tangible impact.  



Another take-away from my time in Germany was a greater understanding of what a 

career in my field looks like in Germany. At BASF SE I was able to talk to scientists who had a 

similar background and training as me and learn about their career journey and experience. The 

DAAD also hosted a meeting for all RISE Professional interns. The DAAD provide interesting 

presentations and tours to help us understand what opportunities may be available to us and what 

resources might be available to those wishing to start a career in Germany. I was also able to get 

to know the other interns in my program. From a professional standpoint, I really enjoyed 

learning about the projects my peers were working on and what different opportunities are 

available for scientists in Germany. From a personal standpoint, it was wonderful to get to know 

people in a similar position to me and share our personal experiences. While working abroad is 

an exciting and rewarding experience, it also comes with challenges. Being able to connect with 

others who are going through a similar experience was very valuable to me.  

  My experience with the DAAD has been wonderful. I enjoyed my internships and all the 

experiences they brought, and I also gained considerable professional and technical experience 

from them. As such, I would really recommend the DAAD internship to any of my peers who are 

interested in working abroad.  

“I agree that my report and accompanying pictures may be used by the DAAD in printed 

materials, presentations, and on websites in order to inform funding organizations, sponsors, and 

students about the RISE program.” 

 


