Name: Yasasi Abeysinghe

Introduction

This summer, | had the privilege of being selected for the RISE Professional program organized
by DAAD. During the RISE Professional research internship, | worked at Petanux GmbH in
Bonn, Germany.

Internship Experience at Petanux

Petanux GmbH is an artificial intelligence (Al) company, specializing in providing innovative Al
solutions to businesses across multiple sectors including healthcare, industry, and retail. During
my internship, | was a part of their Al team and | worked on two Al platforms: PetaBot, a
multilingual chatbot that provides automated customer support, and PetaGPT, an Al assistant
designed to help organizations organize and access their information securely. Both platforms
use advanced methods to deliver accurate, context-aware answers by analyzing documents
and website content rather than relying on simple keyword searches.

My primary contribution was enhancing image and table extraction support for the PetaGPT and
PetaBot. | developed a tool to parsing PDF documents with a focus on extracting images and
tables along with their contextual information. | built this functionality as a standalone service
and integrated it into both Al platforms, improving their ability to manage complex documents in
real-world settings. | also contributed to enhancing the Al systems by adding customizable
“personalities,” support for domain-specific expert models, and automatic detection of the user’s
language. To achieve this, | applied prompt engineering, a method of designing inputs for Al
systems to generate more accurate and useful responses.

DAAD RISE Professional Conference 2025

One of the most memorable experiences of the RISE program was attending the RISE
Professional Conference held in Kassel, in the heart of Germany. During this event, RISE
Professional scholarship holders came together to share both their research and personal
experiences from internships across companies and research institutions throughout Germany.
The conference offered a great space to connect with fellow interns, exchange ideas, and learn
more about the academic and professional opportunities available in Germany.

The highlight of the RISE Professional Conference was the memorable excursion in the
beautiful city of Kassel, featuring a guided tour of the historic Léwenburg castle, exploring the
stunning Bergpark Wilhelmshéhe, and the iconic Hercules monument.

Summer in Germany

Alongside my research internship, | had the opportunity to experience everyday life in
Germany—from life in a university city to exploring the country’s rich history and cultural



landmarks. This summer, | lived in Bonn, a charming city along the Rhine river best known as
the birthplace of Beethoven. The city’s cultural heritage and welcoming environment made it a
wonderful place to live. Traveling by train made it easy to venture beyond Bonn, and weekends
often became opportunities to discover new places. In Germany, | visited major cities such as
Berlin, Cologne, and Frankfurt, exploring local landmarks, museums, and historic
neighborhoods. | also tried authentic German food, including currywurst, reibekuchen, and
pretzels, which enriched my cultural experience. Beyond Germany, | traveled to neighboring
countries including the Netherlands, Luxembourg, and Belgium, each offering a unique cultural
perspective. | visited iconic cities such as Amsterdam, Brussels, and Bruges, where | explored
historic sites and enjoyed a variety of European cuisines. Overall, | greatly appreciated the
chance to explore beautiful places, savor local foods, and walk along streets steeped in history.

Conclusion

Altogether, RISE Professional internship not only expanded my technical expertise and
professional experience, but also broadened my travel experience, making this summer a truly
rewarding and transformative experience. | am grateful to DAAD for providing me this amazing
opportunity, and | recommend RISE program to others as well.

DAAD RISE Professional Interns in Kassel, Germany during the RISE Professional Conference 2025

“I agree that my report and accompanying pictures may be used by the DAAD in printed
materials, presentations, and on websites in order to inform funding organizations,
sponsors, and students about the RISE program.”



