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Before beginning my graduate school work, I had tossed around the idea of studying or 

working abroad at some point in my time as a Master’s student. I wasn’t sure how it would 

work logistically, however, and I put the idea on the backburner until an older PhD student told 

me about his great experience with DAAD RISE Pro. Although I didn’t have any basis in the 

language, Germany had always appealed to me because of its great engineering reputation as 

well as its interesting culture and history. I decided to apply. The schedule ended up working 

perfectly with my academic plans, and DAAD made the whole process straightforward. 

I spent my summer in Karlsruhe, Germany. Karlsruhe is a technology-centered town 

located just north of the Black Forest and home to a number of universities. There were a lot of 

logistical details to work through before moving to Germany. Fortunately, DAAD was incredible 

helpful and took care of much of the preparation! Finding housing was tricky. Begin looking 

early, and make sure you take advantages of any resources and contacts you might have in your 

destination. Looking up your local Bürgeramt and scheduling a meeting to obtain a residence 

permit before you arrive could also be helpful. Depending on your city, you may be able to 

schedule this online. Make sure you bring everything you need along with you, and it shouldn’t 

take long!  

I worked as an intern at the Bürkert Fluid Control Systems Innovation Center. While 

Bürkert is an international company, it felt like a small, close-knit community. The Bürkert 

Innovation Center, in particular, was small enough that everyone was able to easily 

communicate with one another and share ideas. My project involved the material 

characterization of dielectric elastomers. What I valued about the set-up of my work there was 

how I was assigned a holistic project encompassing multiple stages of engineering design and 

testing. They didn’t simply hand me a small portion of project disconnected from the big 

picture. I was able to research and dive beyond my baseline knowledge about the subject, tune 

an experimental set-up, perform trials, and analyze data. Although my mentors provided great 

guidance, much of the methodology and specifics were left to me, allowing me to learn 

independently and look for creative solutions. Because of this my “typical day” in the workplace 

evolved over my time there. Some days I spent most of my time in the lab, tweaking hardware. 

Other days were spent performing the trials or developing the software program used to 

analyze the results. This variety of tasks kept my work interesting. 

I know that moving forward, the specific engineering experience I accrued throughout 

my time there will be incredibly useful for me in both research and classes (though maybe not 



learning to read hardware data sheets in German). I was able to hone my skills in everything 

from research methodology and planning, to software development and hardware selection, to 

formal presentations and effective communication.  I appreciated observing and taking part in 

the way a German engineering company works. My co-workers were inventive, dedicated, and 

hard-working – and very patient with me! I also enjoyed sharing the occasional 

Geburtstagsfrühstück (birthday breakfast) and daily games of Kicker. 

Outside of work, I loved getting to explore the region and the country, as well as build 

relationships with people I met. I enjoyed the ability to use Germany’s wonderful public 

transportation system to visit other cities, backpack in the Black Forest, and even just explore 

the nooks and crannies of Karlsruhe. The train system is quick, and once you become familiar 

with it, straightforward to navigate. Look for ticket in advance and watch for special sales. If 

you’re not overly concerned about time, the bus system is a convenient and considerably less 

expensive way to travel. A huge travel highlight was the DAAD conference in the middle of the 

summer. It was awesome to meet the other RISE Pro scholars and share our experiences – the 

whole group was almost instantly close. I highly encourage reaching out to the other scholars as 

soon as possible! It’s a lot more fun to have contacts in the cities you want to visit, to travel 

with friends, or even just have someone else who can commiserate with failed navigation of the 

train system or finding that one ingredient in the grocery store. As much fun as I had traveling 

and exploring, my favorite part was forming friendships where I lived. By the end of my time 

there, Karlsruhe felt like home. I was able to meet people through work, my roommates, and a 

church group that I joined. Despite my terrible-to-nonexistent language skills, the people I met 

were incredibly welcoming, particularly the international Hauskreis I found. The others in this 

group around my age welcomed me into their group of friends and truly became my German 

family! 

Germany, in general, is a vast and diverse country to call home. The German engineering 

process lived up to its stellar reputation. Work is taken seriously, but the people also value and 

prioritize spending time with family and friends, whether on holiday or just on the weekends. 

They seem to seek a stable work-life balance. They value their land and their history, and I 

respect the appreciation they have for the maintaining buildings, parks, or even entire cities 

that speak to their culture and their roots. Spending a mere three months in Germany was not 

nearly enough time to absorb and understand this rich culture as much as I would have liked. 

Whether to visit friends, continue work, or explore new cities, I know I will return to Germany. 

 

I agree that my report and accompanying pictures may be used by the DAAD in printed 

materials, presentations, and on websites in order to inform funding organizations, sponsors, 

and students about the RISE program. 


