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The EPOS programme offers individual scholarships to participants from
developing countries so that they may study development-related
postgraduate courses at selected universities in Germany.
Background
Highly qualified local specialists who are interconnected with international partners play an
important role in the development of their countries. They are pivotal for a better future with
less poverty, more education, and better health for all.
However, many universities in developing countries are underfunded and overcrowded, and
also the availability of top-level university lecturers and practice-oriented training programmes
is often limited. It is against this backdrop that the DAAD created “development-related
postgraduate courses” (EPOS), which are closely linked to practical experience. The
programme supports rigorously selected graduates from developing countries with
scholarships to study for an internationally competitive degree in Germany. These
postgraduate courses have been going through discerning selection processes and have to
reapply to the multi-institutional selection committee on a regular basis.

Programme objectives
Professionals and managerial staff from developing countries and emerging economies (list of
eligible countries [/medien/der-daad/unsere-aufgaben/entwicklungszusammenarbeit/pdfs/dacliste_epos_2017.pdf]) gain further qualifications on postgraduate courses to become future
decision-makers and partners for Germany. This is the case for degree courses in all areas of
expertise important for development and for solving global problems. It is expected that the
graduates will be involved in international networks, working on solutions to national, regional,
and global challenges. In this way, they will initiate and support development processes in the
medium and long term.
In addition, capacity development in terms of supporting personnel and organisational
development in partner countries will have sustainable development effects. For the
participants of the programme, the postgraduate courses offer the necessary skills and
Updated 2018-10-31

Development-Related Postgraduate Courses (EPOS) - DAAD - Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst

1 of 3

qualifications to continually increase their performance and development capacity in their
working environment. Graduates will act as disseminators passing on their experience and
their newly acquired skills to others.
At the same time, the postgraduate courses contribute to the further internationalisation of
higher education institutions in Germany. In addition, participants from partner countries will
promote the transfer of knowledge from South to North by sharing their specific regional knowhow with students, teachers and researchers, thus strengthening their competences in respect
of the developing countries.

Funded projects/measures
The master’s and PhD courses which are currently funded by the DAAD can be found in the
EPOS Brochure (PDF, 1.2 MB). [/medien/der-daad/unsereaufgaben/entwicklungszusammenarbeit/pdfs/daad__epos_broschuere_2019_final.pdf]

Results
The EPOS programme successfully supports specialists and managerial staff from developing
countries. Since the programme was launched in 1987, more than 7,000 scholarships have
been awarded, with about 50 per cent currently going to women. Well over 90 per cent of
students complete their studies successfully and earn the academic degree they have worked
for.
The results of a survey published in 2013 show that over 70 per cent of the graduates
immediately return to their home countries or home regions after completing their studies.
Some stay for doctorates or work in international organisations like the World Bank, GIZ, or
Terre des Femmes. More than three quarters of the DAAD scholarship recipients stated that
there even is a thematic link between their EPOS studies and their employment. In other
words, the vast majority of EPOS alumni work in a professional environment where they can
directly apply their acquired knowledge to issues of development cooperation while acting as
disseminators at the same time.
In order to achieve the objectives of the programme more efficiently, the DAAD regularly
evaluates the effect of its funding programmes. A comprehensive results-oriented monitoring
system [/der-daad/unsere-aufgaben/entwicklungszusammenarbeit/aufgaben/de/37674wirkung-erfolgskontrolle/] launched in 2014 helps to further improve the quality and
transparency of our work.

FURTHER INFORMATION
DAAD scholarship database: EPOS
[https://www.daad.de/deutschland/stipendium/datenbank/en/21148-scholarshipdatabase/?
daad=&detail=50076777&origin=&page=1&q=epos&status=&subjectGrps=]
Anniversary Brochure “25 Years of Postgraduate Courses Relating to Developing
Countries” (PDF, 4.9 MB) [/medien/der-daad/medien-publikationen/publikationenpdfs/daad_entwicklungszusammenarbeit_jubilaeumsbroschuere.pdf]
Graduate Survey (English) (PDF, 1.4 MB) [/medien/der-daad/medienpublikationen/publikationenpdfs/daad_entwicklungszusammenarbeit_absolventenbefragung_englisch.pdf]
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