Secretary Powell,
dear Ron,
dear Marlene,

dear colleagues and friends,

It is a great honour for me indeed to receive itrowned prize
from the World’s leading organisation of internaiéb educators.

The name which the prize commemorates is a legacglifof us.

| sincerely thank all those who have participatethis decision.
They could have chosen many others from this aedievho
would have deserved the award even more — buepebss forbids

me to further criticize the jury’s decision.

So I take it as a recognition of the work of mygamisation, the
DAAD, and as aurprising gift for myself — just as the one,

56 years ago, that has shaped my relations with gi@at country
till today:

My family had just fled from the Russian Zone te #West and our
living conditions were hard. Then, all of a suddes,received a
series ofCare Packagedrom an unknown address in the United
States. One of these contained a yellow and resfipl&oy Car that
turned a shy refugee boy overnight into the kinthefstreets,

- at least as long as the batteries worked



2.

This unexpectedenerosity of the victot the millions of private
Care packages and the Marshall Plan, gave our @gmer deeper
and more lasting impression than the terrifying poef military
might. America in those days had not only won a war

but alsowon the peaceAnd that is, as we are painfully

experiencing today, much more difficult.

It was the same spirit of solidarity and generotigt helped with
thefounding of DAAD after World War I. The first fellowships for
the German students, who later founded DAAD, caioe fan
American donor. And the then recently establismeditute of
International Education (where Cassandra Pyle wbfé&ea while
decades later) opened a German Desk in New Y orts yesdore

DAAD could move into its own office in Berlin.

Today we have our own branch in New York just tHrkeks
away from IIE. With an annual budget of ab860 million dollars
and over 55,000 sponsored students and facultygagrwe are
probably the largest academic exchange organisatitie world.
We are proud to be a non-governmental associafidtredGerman
Universities and to award our grants strictly bggapendent
academic committees. Roughly 300 million dollarshait budget
come from departments of the German federal goventm
Translated into the scale of thiS federal budgetthat would

amount to more than two billion dollars per year.



That, | assume, would satisfy the most urgent naedsdemands

of NAFSA for international education, at least éocertain while...

You think that isUtopian? Too expensive? Can we really afford so
much money for international education and acadexatiange?
Well, asHarvard President Derek Bokonce said, “if you think
education is expensive, try ignorance”. | am afvaehave tried

too much of ignorance already. In our days of glisb#on, the
guestion has to be reversétbw much international indifference

and ignorance can we still afford?

| know of course that we live in times when mangge, including
politicians,prefer counting to thinking, when every effort has to
pay off and when the return on investment is reggLiin ever
shorter periods. These seem to be bad times falealtistic
discourse. O.k., let’s calculate our rates of mettiney are not so
bad indeed.

Is there anybody here who doubts the economicahatimat the
study abroad of hundreds of thousanddsifin studentsin Europe
and the US had — and still has — for the risdne$é¢ Emerging
Markets, the fast growing little tigers, Chinesagbns and Indian
elephants?

Or does anybody here believe thatlgeding US-universities
could keep their current academic performance witladl the

international talent which they have successfutisaated from all



over the world? Not to mention the billions of do# that foreign
students bring into the country.

Legitimate as such calculations are, we shouldyivat way to a
dangeroughange in paradigm —from aid to trade, from
cooperation to commercialisation, from mutual bérefunilateral

profit. | doubt that such a strategy will pay aifthe long run.

Let us not forget that International Educationtfasd foremost is a
crucial element of amdividual educational processand that this
process is not — or not only — about qualificatjsislls and

Human Resources, but absrtues, values and character.

The citizens of tomorrow — and the young leaddrthalmore —
have to becomgglobal citizens* and that cannot be learned from
books and CNN News only. Internationality is aballean

intellectual attitude that develops from personal experience.

Johann Wolfgang von Goetheour greatest writer and philosopher
has described that phenomenon in his Italian diarfollows:
[quote]'Nothing can be compared to the new life that tisxdvery

of another country provides for a thoughtful persaithough | am

still the same | believe to have changed to theebati’ [unquote]

To discover one’s own identity in a foreign envinoent,

to question conventional wisdom, to open up forrtees and the



different, to see foreign cultures not as a thasak foreign

languages not as an obstacle but to appreciateasahrichment —
this is the kind of education that not only sertlessindividual but
society as a wholeWhom else than those internationally educated
people can we expettd join forces in order to tackle the many
unsolved problems of our common globe, from povertgiseases,
from pollution to climate change, from fundamersalito

terrorism?

Well, it might sound a bit too ambitious waive: but this hope
to help make the world a better place through anmegéul
international education of the future leaders,dlasys inspired
and motivated my colleagues and myself — and regdealso
contributed to our achievements.

It is in this sense that | take the prize homeah An
acknowledgment andraandate for our future cooperation

Thank you.



