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	Introduction

	Dear friends of DAAD,
Thank you for reading our last Newsletter of. We look forward to offering help in what we are best at in the year to come and wishing you all a new year with happiness, joy and success! 
DAAD IC Hong Kong and Macau



	

	Today’s Theme

	Over the last two years, the buzz-words of the ‘Excellence Initiative’ and ‘elite universities’ have made a big impact in the German media and public discourse alike. But what is the “Excellence Initiative” and what does it intend to accomplish? Find some answers here. [link to DFG ‘General Information’] 
In 2005, the Federal German Government launched a new initiative designed to boost Germany’s strengths in research and development. The objective is both to support and nurture top-notch research as well as to sharpen the international profile, reputation, and visibility of a few distinguished German universities. The Federal German Government provided overall funding of over 1.9 billion Euros in support of this initiative which is parcelled out over five years (2006-2011). 
The efforts of this endeavour are now coming to fruition. Every year, an independent panel of scientists, scholars, and experts awards extra funding for successful universities in three areas:
· Graduate Schools promoting young researchers [link to DFG ‘Graduate Schools’] 
· ‘Excellence Clusters’ conducting world-class research [link to DFG ‘Excellent Clusters’] 
· Institutional strategies to ensure top-level university research [link to DFG ‘Institutional Strategies’] 
The latter category attracts most public attention, since the awarded institutions are increasingly recognised as being the new elite universities in Germany. So far nine universities have been selected to receive special research funding from the ‘Excellence Initiative’:

· Albert-Ludwigs University Freiburg

· Free University Berlin

· Georg-August University Göttingen

· Ludwig-Maximilians University Munich

· Ruprecht-Karls University Heidelberg

· RWTH Aachen 

· Technical University Karlsruhe

· Technical University Munich

· University of Konstanz
These universities succeeded in their bid to place themselves at the forefront of Germany’s ambitions in conducting world-class research on par with their international competitors.



	DAAD President Prof. Berchem leaves after 20 years

Prof. Dr. Theodor Berchem, president of the DAAD since 1988, discharged after 20 successful years on December 11th 2007.

Prof. Berchem was not only DAAD president, but also rector of the University of Würzburg for 28 years. Prof. Berchem studied Roman studies, English studies and Slavistic studies at the universities of Geneva, Cologne and Paris. In 1963 he made his PhD at the University of Erlangen-Nürnberg in Roman studies and lectured later at the University of Würzburg. He was honoured with many awards, as well as the “Bundesverdienstkreuz” of the Federal Republic of Germany in September 2007 and 14 honorary doctor titles.

During his 20 years if presidency in the DAAD he increased the budget and the number of programs (now more than 200) tremendously. In January 2008 Prof. Stefan Hormuth will be new president of the DAAD


	

	Upcoming Events
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	Education and Careers Expo, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre

European Higher Education Fair, Central Library
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	Information Counter at the HKUST Study Abroad Fair 2007
Talk about Study in Germany at HKU

Participation in the 12th Macao International Trade & Investment Fair
Information booth at the Education Expo Macao 2007
Short lecture about DAAD Information Centre at AAHKU Student Union

Talk about Study in Germany at CUHK

Counselling Session in the University of Macau

DAAD Booth at the annual Christmas Bazaar at GSIS

	In October and November 2007, the Information Centre participated in the “Macau International Trade and Investment Fair” and in the “Education Expo Macao 2007”. In both events, students, parents and teachers had the opportunity to obtain first hand information about Life and Study in Germany. The general interest of the public was mostly focused on the fact that tuition fees and living expenses in Germany are rather low and that German Universities offer a more extensive range of English speaking degree programmes to foreign students.
In November, DAAD held its first counselling session at the University of Macau. In this regular information and counselling sessions, we give a short presentation about Life and Study Opportunities in Germany. Subsequently, all students are invited to raise questions regarding their individual Germany study plans or any other German related interests. The next session will be announced at the beginning of 2008. Please visit our website.
The DAAD Information Centre sets up information counters regularly in different universities in Hong Kong. At the “Study Abroad Fair 2007” at HKUST, the focus was mainly on business administration and engineering programmes. At HKUST, the DAAD encountered a vivid interest in the German International Degree Programmes. 
In October and November, Dr. Brandt presented talks about Study and Research possibilities in Germany at HKU and CUHK and was invited by the AAHKU Student Union to give a short lecture about the role and tasks of the DAAD Information Centre in Hong Kong. 
In December, the DAAD was invited to take part at the annual great Christmas Bazaar at the German Swiss International School. Students and parents could get information about Germany and were invited to come to a more comprehensive counselling to our Information Centre in Kowloon Tong.
December finished nicely with the Christmas invitation of the German Alumni Association of Hong Kong


	

	Other Events

	German Film Forum: Award Winning Documentaries

November 2007 - March 2008
Hong Kong Film Archive, Cinema
The German Film Forum: Award Winning Documentaries will be presented from November 2007 to March 2008. One documentary will be shown in each month. It is organised by the Goethe-Institute Hong Kong and all films will be shown at the Cinema in the Hong Kong Film Archive. 
For further information, please click here.  



	

	Sending us an e-mail to tell us that:

	>> I have changed my e-mail address.
>> I do not want to receive this newsletter anymore. 
If you have any questions concerning the above, please do not hesitate to contact us! Thank you!


	

	Contact Us

	Dr Sylvia Brandt 
DAAD-Information Centre Hong Kong & Macau, 
RM 933, 9/F, David C. Lam Building,
Hong Kong Baptist University, 
Kowloon Tong, Kowloon
Hong Kong

Tel: (852) 3411 5326 
Fax: (852) 3411 2749 
Email: daadhk@hkbu.edu.hk 
Website: http://ic.daad.de/hongkong/


	

	Weekly Consultation

	Consultation Hours each Monday, 6-8 pm (no appointment required) or by appointment Mon - Fri
The DAAD Information Centre is closed on public holidays of the Hong Kong SAR 
(The consultations will not be available on 24/12 and 31/12.) 



















