DAAD
  
                                                                    Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes
Carlo Schmid Programme

for Internships in International Organisations and EU Institutions

Placement Offer 2010/2011

Reference No.: FAO2, Rom – Agricultural Research and Technology Needs

	Name of host organisation
	Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

	Internship Coordinator

	Karin Nichterlein

	Address


	Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00153 Rome, Italy


	E-mail
	

	Homepage
	http://www.fao.org/nr/research/res-home/en/


Placement Offer

	Dates/duration
	1 September 2010 to 28 February 2010; 6 months

	Supervisor
	Karin Nichterlein, Agricultural Research Officer

	Detailed description of the internship project(s);

tasks assigned


	Objective: to identify technology needs and content for FAO’s platform on proven technologies for smallholders (TECA) for their adaptation to climate change and new evolving markets, upload content on the platform and prepare newsletters; revise technology descriptions and identify new media descriptions.
Background: TECA aims to respond to the need for a well managed information system to share proven technologies and good practises for agriculture focused on smallholder producers. TECA pro-poor principles for content selection include that the described technologies have been validated with farmers, contribute to food security, increase in yield, and land and/or labour productivity, reduce post harvest loss, require low inputs, and are environmentally sustainable. During the last years, about 2,600 technologies and practices have been collected and evaluated by partners. More than 800 proven technologies and good practices fulfilling the quality standards and principles of TECA have been published and are available on-line. The lessons learnt during the process of documenting technologies by partners have been shared with FAO and taken up by the TECA development team for the improvement of TECA. TECA now provides new elements to better document, share good practices and customize its use to each user characteristics. The new system provides new functions allowing users to feedback on experiences when applying described technologies through rating, discussion groups and fora, or directly to the technology provider. The TECA platform can also be given to partners wanting to customize it and use it as their own portal and networking platform for technologies for small scale rural producers.
Workplan: Under the supervision of the Agricultural Research Officer of FAO’s Research and Extension team the volunteer will perform the following tasks:

- Collect and review published scientific papers, official documents and grey literature (FAO documents, UN documents, country reports, mission reports, documents etc.) and gather information on agricultural research and technology needs with focus on small producers in sub-saharan Africa, Central Asia and Central America and on proven with farmer validated technologies in the public sector;
- Assist in analysis of information, and suitability for documentation in TECA and sharing through the TECA platform;

- Assist in uploading of information including various media (Text files, audio and video files etc), in facilitation of exchange groups and in preparation of newsletters;  
Prepare a summary report of the work performed 

	Training components and 

learning elements


	Use of FAO and other databases for collection of information.

Bibliographic research.

Analysis and interpretation of data.

Drafting of some FAO documents in English.

Preparation of a presentation for an in-house seminar.

Knowledge of the functioning of FAO.

	Participation in missions or

training courses
	Training course on understanding FAO

	Additional comments


	FAO’s Research and Extension group works to improve national systems by:  

Supporting the organization and management of national agricultural research systems to strengthen their abilities to generate, adapt and transfer appropriate technologies for improved and sustainable production systems in agriculture, forestry and fisheries. Providing assessment, policy advice and assistance to reorienting extension services toward creating pluralistic, demand-led and market orientated systems, new financing mechanisms, the use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), and monitoring and evaluation. Facilitating and promoting FAO’s participation in international initiatives and efforts in agricultural research and extension such as the Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR), the Consultative Group for International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), and the Neuchatel Initiative (NI). 




Required Qualifications

	Academic qualification

(student, B.A., M.A.)
	M.Sc.


	Subjects
	Agricultural Sciences, Natural Resources Management, Rural Development , Information and Communication sciences, or related subjects


	Language Skills
	Very good knowledge of English, knowledge of a second language would be an advantage (French, Spanish or Russian)

Language of home country


	Computer literacy
	MS Office (Word, Power Point, Excel, Access) 
Knowledge of Web-2 tools and of a content management system would be an advantage


	Internship-related experiences
	

	Additional skills/requirements


	Ability to work in a multicultural environment, teamwork and information sharing oriented.
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