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	Name of host organisation
	FAO
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	Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00153 Rome - Italy 



	E-mail
	

	Homepage
	http://www.fao.org/nr/dep/nrr_en.htm 



Placement Offer

	Dates/duration
	01.09.2010 – 28.02.2011; 6 months

	Supervisor
	Andrea Sonnino, Senior Agricultural Research Officer

	Detailed description of the internship project(s);

tasks assigned


	Assessment of socio-economic impact of biotechnology 

Objective: to gather, systematize and analyse information related to socio-economic impact of biotechnology adoption in developing countries in order to enable policy makers to make informed decisions about adoption of biotechnologies in the framework of food security and rural development policies
Background: FAO is organizing, together with other partners, the Technical Conference on Agricultural Biotechnologies in Developing Countries (ABDC-10) that will take place in Guadalajara, Mexico, 1-4 March 2010 (www.fao.org/biotech/abdc) . The  Conference will discuss the current status of application of biotechnologies in developing countries and will analyse the reasons for success or failure, presenting also relevant case studies. The Conference will also identify options for developing countries to enable them to successfully implement appropriate biotechnologies for food security; and a set of Priorities for Action for the international community. As a Conference follow-up, FAO will strengthen its activities aimed at assisting in capacity building in biotechnologies, giving science-based advice and guidance in biotechnology to member countries, and providing access to neutral and balanced information. 
Work plan: Under the supervision of the Senior Agricultural Research Officer, the volunteer will perform the following tasks: 

A. Review published scientific papers, official documents, papers presented at ABDC-10 and other grey literature (FAO documents, UN documents, country reports, mission reports, documents etc.) and gather information on assessment of socio-economic impacts of application of biotechnologies in food and agriculture in developing countries;

B. Assist in analysis of the information, preparation of an annotated bibliography
C. Assist in the preparation of technical documents related to socio-economic impact of biotechnology adoption in developing countries
D. Write an assignment report 


	Training components and 

learning elements
	Use of FAO and other databases for collection of information; bibliographic research; analysis and interpretation of information; concept development.

	Participation in missions or

training courses

	Training course on understanding FAO

	Additional comments


	The Office of Knowledge Exchange, Research and Extension assists FAO member countries in strengthening their National Research and Extension Systems (NARES) to become sustainable, efficient and responsive to the needs of the country. 
The Office provides direct assistance to countries in agricultural research and extension (policy advice, strategic planning, management of research institutions, technology assessment and transfer, and partnerships.) International cooperation in Research & Development, including biotechnology, is promoted through research networks and the establishment/improvement of information flow of research results to the end-user. The Office undertakes studies on the assessment of biotechnology research needs of developing countries and offers technical assistance in the enhancement of biotechnology application.



Required Qualifications

	Academic qualification

(student, B.A., M.A.)
	BA equivalent or above in agricultural economics, social sciences or related fields


	Subjects
	Socio-economics, political science, agriculture, rural development



	Language Skills
	English (working level) essential, French or Spanish desirable


	Computer literacy
	MS Office (Word, Power Point, Excel, Access) 



	Internship-related experiences


	

	Additional skills/requirements


	Ability to work in a multicultural environment 
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